
































Republic Township Master Plan 

Table 3-4 
Employment by Broad Economic Division, Selected Areas, 2012 

Broad Economic Division 

Agriculture, forestry, fishinij and 
hunting, and mining 

Construction 

Manufacturing 

Wholesale trade 

Retail trade 

. ' 

Transportation, warehouse, public 
utilities 

Information 

Finance, insurance, & real estate 

Professional, scientific, and 
management, and administrative 
and waste management services 

Educational services, and health 
care and social assistance. 

: 

Arts, entertainment, recreation, 
accommodation and food services 

Other services, except public 
administration :,

Public administration 

TOTAL 

Republic Township 

Number Percent 

43 14.4 

17 5.7 

22 7.4 

0 0.0 

39 13.0 

43 14.4 

6 2.0 

6 2.0 

36 12.0 

33 11.0 

23 7.7 

12 4.0 

19 6.4 

299 100.0 

Marquette CUPPAD State of 
County Region Michigan 

Percent 

5.2 3.7 1.3 

5.5 6.0 4.9 

5.5 13.2 16.9 

2.0 2.0 2.6 

12.9 12.7 11.7 

4.0 5.0 4.2 

2.5 2.0 1.7 

4.1 4.2 5.5 

6.2 4.8 9.1 

29.5 24.7 24.0 

12.3 10.7 9.4 

5.0 5.0 4.8 

5.36 4.9 3.8 

100.0 100.0 100.0 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Place of Work and Travel Time to Work 
As shown in Table 3-5, the 2008-2012 American Community Survey estimates that over 80% 
of Township residents worke� within Marquette County. Due to the remote location of 
the Township, 67% of residents have a commute longer than 30 minutes, compared to 
approximately 17% for Marquette County overall as shown in Table 3-6. Table 3-7 shows that 
the majority of residents in both the Township ahd County drive to work alone. 
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Republic Township Master Plan 

There are numerous lakes varying in size, scattered throughout the Township with the majority 
found in the southern half of the Township. Two of these lakes have State Forest Campgrounds 
(Squaw Lake and North Hors�shoe Lake [inactive]); five have public boat launch sites (Squaw 
Lake, North Horseshoe Lake, Witch Lake and Twin Lake, all located in the southern end of the 
Township and Perch Lake, loc�tedjust east of Republic. 

Many lakes are dotted with canips and homes, some verging on overuse, putting these lakes at 
risk of pollution and draw-down of the water table. However, many lakes are under-utilized, 
creating the potential for much more waterfront development to take place. Safeguarding the 
quality of our lakes and streams is a paramount concern of this Master Plan. This can be 
accomplished by amending the existing zoning criteria, including but not limited to: 

• Increasing minimum lot size on certain lakes to avoid potential over-burdening by septic
systems and draw-down of the water table by wells.

• Increasing the minimum setbacks and encouraging growth of natural vegetation along the
shoreline to protect the lakes and rivers from pesticide and fertilizer run-off as wells
deforestation and silting.

• Requiring construction of water and sewage systems capable of servicing multiple units
on desirable properties

Wetlands are found throughout the Township, with a major parcel found at the old Republic 
Mine, where 2,300 acres have been set aside as a conservation easement as mitigation for other 
wetlands overtaken by the mining process. The preservation of wetlands is important for the 
following reasons, including but not limited to: reducing flood hazard by providing areas for 
water storage; filtering water; providing an ecosystem for wildlife and fish; preventing soil 
erosion. 

I . llh I I �--Ill l I'-'" 

A majority of the land surface in the Township is forestland; much of it is zoned for Resource 
Production. (See Map 4-3 and 4-4) There are many varieties of both hard and softwoods. 
This natural resource is extremely important to the economy of the Township. Not only 
do these forests provide raw material for the paper and construction industry and potentially 
for ethanol production, but the forests are also home to a variety of flora and wildlife. 
Another key use of woodlands is for recreation including A TV and snowmobile trails, 
hunting, hiking, bird watching and similar activities. The Township could develop a 
Forestry Plan in order to better regulate use and preservation of this resource. 

There is a limited amount of agric.�ltural land; most of it in the southern half of the Township 
with hay and potatoes being the dominant crops. Other agricultural pursuits include beef cattle, 
com, oats, maple syrup and honey. 
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A considerable amount of land is designated as mining production. Although no mines are 
currently in production within t� Township, the possible existence of desirable metals and 
materials as yet undiscovered may lead to a modem-day mining boom in the near future. 

The unique character of an area is derived from the physical features of its landscape. 
Topography describes this 

 
character in terms of elevation above mean sea level. This reveals the 

..

size and shape of watershed and places to avoid development due to grade in excess of 
recommended standards. 

Steep topography or slopes of 10 percent or greater (a rise in gradient of more than 10 feet in a 
horizontal distance of 100 feet) can be aesthetically attractive for residential development and 
some commercial establishme_nts. However, the steep grade increases the likelihood of soil
movement or slides and the .weight of structures is an added force that encourages this 
movement. In addition, there i_s an added expense if development occurs on the sloping surface 
itself. Excavation of a hillside and/or construction of retaining walls can greatly increase building 
costs. There is also a problem of erosion as the water rushes down the steep grades. Natural 
water courses provide the pathway for such water and should be maintained in this capacity. Soil 
disturbance or one or more acres or within 500 feet of a lake or stream generally requires a 
permit as authorized under part 91 (Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control of the Natural 
Resources Environmental Protection Act). 

The topography of the Township ranges from moderately hilly in the north, with many 
outcroppings of bedrock occurring, to relatively flat lands in the southern half of the Township. 
(see map 4-1). Elevations in the Township range from approximately 583 to 1922 feet above sea 
level. 

-

*Note: Much of the following information was taken from the Soil Survey of Marquette County,
produced by the USDA, together with other agencies. See Appendix for more information.

Soil is the surface layer of the land that was formed through the interaction of many factors. 
Physical, chemical and mineral composition of the parent material combined with climate, plant 
and animal life on and in the soil are major factors. Other factors include time and relief, or lay 
of the land. Soils are grouped into associations based on common characteristics such as 
drainage, slope and texture. The soils in these associations respond to the various uses to which 
they may be subjected. 

The soils in Republic Township are generally considered fair to poor composed of glacial tills �- .·
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Iron Mountain about 35 miles to the south. M-95 passes through the eastern bulge of the Township 
and then grazes the southeastern most comer of the Township. There are no other major 
transportation routes. 

Old route 601 wanders northw.ard through the eastern part of the two southern Townships then 
exits before Township 47N, the northernmost of the Townships. These are four paved roads that 
extend from the east roadways westward to the west boundary and woodlands. All four of these 
become dirt tracks. The sout�emmost of these is Fence River Road (Co. Rd. LH). Next to the 
north is Chief Lake Rd. (Co. Rd. LG). In short, the western boundary of the Township is connected 
to the eastern side and its two ·villages by logging roads which limits the use of the entire west side 
of the Township. 

Logging represents the dominant land use and is practiced over 70% of the Township's land area 
(see maps 4-4 and 5-1). Beg��ing in the south, Township 45N has 5,020 acres designated CFR, 
in the middle Township 46N has 10,035 in CFR and in the north Township 47N has 14,415 CFR 
acres which is a total of nea�ly 30,000 acres. Other parcels are owned by timber companies but are 
not designated CFR. It appears that nearly half of the Township is CFR. 

Farming; though present; is ·very modest in acreage. Crops are chiefly potatoes with a modest 
planting of livestock feed. Farming is limited most by a short growing season and lack of good 
soil. With the land available for agriculture, the Township could encourage the expansion of crops 
that could be used as a fuel source for bio-fuels. Renewable fuel plans on opening a bio- fuel plant 
at the former K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base within the next year. 

Although lakes are scattered throughout most of the Township, most of them occur in the southern 
third of the Township. Most ofth'e timberland is found in the northernmost third of the Township. 
Waterfront property in the sd'uth,is mostly lakefront, while the northern third finds parcels on the 
southern arm of Lake Michigamme and then southward on the Michigamme River as far south as 
Republic and south to the stat� rest stop at Erickson park. 

There is also significant land developed for residential housing including seasonal as well as full 
time residents. The lakefron! properties are experiencing random development throughout the 
Township, with the exception of Perch Lake where a cluster of large lots have been developed. 
The two greatest growth areas are on the west and east side of the southern arm of Lake 
Michigamme. The most striking growth has occurred along Holli Blue Road on the east side. The 
second is significant new construction in the area of the Brass and Silver Roads. 

New residents tend to seek P,IOperty on the small lakes, along the river and on Lake Michigamme. 
Year-round housing is usually oependent upon surfaced roadway. Increasing density therefore, is 
happening along the blacktop. The grocery store, which had served both communities closed 
several years ago. 
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to master's degrees. The physi�al campus includes 56 buildings on a campus of 336 acres. A 350-
member faculty teaches the enrbllment of approximately 8,700 students. 

Cable Television Service 

Cable television service is currently available through Cable America in both North and South 
Republic. 

Internet Services 

In Republic and surrounding areas, there are 4 companies offering internet service. 

Electrical Services 

Electrical service in Republic Township is provided by the Upper Peninsula Power Company. The 
distribution system (poles, lines, etc.) is owned and maintained by UPPCO. 

Postal Service 

The majority of the residents and businesses in the Township are served by the Republic Post 
Office (49879) located in the Republic Township Hall. 

Telephone Services 

Local telephone service is provid�d by AT&T, or through the internet with a VOiP system. Long distance 

service can be obtained through a-variety of carriers that serve the area. Area Cellular service is mainly provided 

by AT&T or Verizon. There are smaller companies that also provide this service "piggy backing" on AT&T or 

Verizon towers. 

Republic Township is shaped like a long rectangle, extending from north to south on the western 
boundary of Marquette County. It is a north/south stack of three townships (36 sections each); 
there is an extension eastward in the midsection of the Township which itself is a north/south 
slender rectangle six sections long and two sections wide. This narrow strip contains both of the 
unincorporated villages of Republic and South Republic. This area also contains M-95, the only 
major highway which connects the Township with the rest of the state. M-95 rejoins the Township 

•' 

just inside the border of the Southern third of the Township. 
�◄•➔ 

The northern one third of Republic Township has no major roads. (map 6-1) County Road 601 
meanders loosely north to south through the bottom two thirds of the township along its 
eastern border. County Road 601 ends at Witch Lake at the junction of Fence River Road. 

Republic is poised roughly �idway between two metropolitan areas; Marquette and Iron 
Mountain. Marquette is the larger of the two cities and commercially healthy. Both cities offer 
steady employment opportunities and are served by well-maintained roads; M-95 and US-41. Both 
highways are well plowed and salted in winter, aiding in ease of travel. 
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East/west roads in the Township are limited. Starting from the south, Fence River Road is paved 
and extends westward form M-95 past the west boundary of the Township. Paving of Fence River 
Road ends about 1.3 miles past the west boundary of the Township. This road is used primarily 
for farm products (usually potatoes) and logging. 

The next east/west road is Chief Lake Road which is 2.5 miles north of Fence River Road. Chief 
Lake Road does not connect 'W,ith M-95. It extends westward for 3.5 miles and it.ends in dirt tracks. 
An Additional east/west road is Eighteen Road, and is the only road in the mid-section of the 
Township. Eighteen Road also- stems from County Road 601 and is paved for two miles. 

In the north section of Republic; River Road; although paved for only 3 miles, extends all the way to 
Lake Michigamme and Dutchman's Point. It is gravel, changing to plain dirt for most of its length 
and gated in its last two miles.·,

Dirt roads fonn a network over-most of the Township connecting homes and hunting camps on lakes and in 
the forest. The chief commercial use of roads in the north 2/3 of the Township is logging. 

The two communities, Republic and South Republic area are connected with a paved road and a 
small network of paved roads connects the homes on the fringes. The main street; Kloman A venue 
extends east out of town past· the old mine property then drops southeast and leaves the Township. 
Park City Road leaves the town going north for 2 miles and then joins M-95. County Road 601 
travels straight north through Republic and South Republic. 

l 1 1i1,1 IL 11,llb!'' l] Lilli '11 

Local bus service is available. from Marquette on a call and request basis. Marqtran serves Republic 
as requested and will take passel).gers to Ishpeming located 23 miles to the north and east. There a 
person may change buses and go to Marquette, an additional 18 miles. In Marquette, there is a 
local service also run by Marqtran which runs a circle route to all major stores and malls. 

Commercial air service is not available within Republic Township. The Marquette County Airport 
operations are located in the former K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base. 

Installation of the new water tank in 2013 has allowed the Township to improve water service to the 
community. All uses of the water system will be metered, which allows for usage tracking and helps monitor 
leakage. It also provides a fair bjliing method that charges based on usage. This will save wear on the water 
system equipment and cut supply costs, lowering operating costs for all users Continued declining enrollment 
for Republic-Michigamme Schools may require consideration of alternate uses for some of the facilities. 
Commercial development will most likely be drawn to the M-95 Corridor. Lack of services and 
roads will most likely limit development to the west side of the Township. 
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Chapter 10.0 Future Land Use 

The previous chapters of the Master Plan provide an overview of the existing conditions in 
Republic Township. A future land use plan is representative of the "preferred future" of how the 
community would like to grow and includes recommendations on how development will be carried 
out. It is based on analyses of environmental opportunities and constraints, existing trends and 
conditions and projected future land use needs. Future land use planning establishes the desired 
amounts and locations of residential, commercial and industrial development. In addition, for 
public facilities, open space, environmental conservation and recreational areas as well as changes 
or improvements to the local traffic circulation systems. This chapter also presents the Zoning Plan 
which along with the rest of the relevant parts of this Future Land Use Plan is intended to guide 
the implementation of and future changes to the Township's Zoning Ordinance. 

The Michigan Zoning Enabling Act (MZEA) requires in Sec. 203(1) that zoning be based on a 
plan. Similarly, Sec. 7 (2) of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act sets forth the purposes for which 
a master plan must be created. In order for a master plan to serve as the basis for zoning, is should 
promote the purposes in the MZEA and the MPEA. The zoning plan identifies the zoning districts 
and their purposes as well as the basic standards proposed for each district. Current zoning districts 
utilized in the Township Zoning Ordinance and any other potential modifications to the districts 
will also be discussed in this chapter. 

Map 10 - 1 and the Republic Township Zoning Map reflects the assumption that land use 
patterns in Republic Township will continue to be influenced by transportation on corridors, 
particularly along M-95 as well as the Township's natural features, such as the 
Michigamme River. Other major considerations which helped shape the future land use map 
are a desire to establish appropriate uses and to develop consistent land use patterns throughout 
the Township. 

The mission statement for Republic Township may be summed up as follows: We will encourage 
and support activities and economic development that make the most of our central location, 
natural resources, habitats and heritage while minimizing environmental impact on the natural 
beauty of the area. 

In particular future land use planning should include the following policies: 

• Protect natural resources and features of the Township from inappropriate and
incompatible land use.
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