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The price of garbage is getting steeper.

March 2016 issue

The Board has been notified The Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority reComm. Service grants
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the next two years. After that, increases of 2 percent each year are scheduled into 2025.
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When done, the tipping fee will be 30 percent higher than what it is today.

Republic Cleanup
notice.
Credit Union closing
rumor
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Our Recycling system has been a limited success so far. We’ve shipped 45 thirty-yard containers, with all being accepted—thanks to vigilant people letting us know when the wrong
items are put in the wrong tubs. (the deer carcass being the one deliberate exception) The

cently approved a 10-year plan to increase the tipping fee at the landfill to fund future expansion projects.
The fee will go up $2 per ton in July to $45.50, followed by increases of the same amount in

tubs each cost the system $70 per month, and $270 for Transport to dump them. We’ve saved
the tipping fees for the weight, but we ‘ve received almost nothing for the materials. So far it’s
Community rummage
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costing the system about $4,000 per year to operate. This could change if the market does. We’re
sale.`
going to continue the program for a period of time to allow this very popular service to financialLaughter, the best medicine.
ly turn around.
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Sewer and garbage rates information

Recently there have been some issues raised about our utility rates. To set the record straight,
Sewer, water and garbage are special services, identified as “enterprise funds”. These funds must
be self supporting. If there is not sufficient income, the general fund can loan the fund that is
short enough money to balance for the year, but that money must be paid back. If it appears
there will not be enough money coming in for the future, the rates must be increased.
The Board in several workshops identified the garbage fund as not having enough money to be
self supporting. A solution was found. During those workshops several other areas of need in
other funds were also found. The utility rate changes were all lumped together and passed with
one motion, as we accepted the budget. After subsequent questions, the Board asked an attorney
who specializes in Township law to review what was done. The attorney’s legal opinion is typical,
four pages long, but stresses that what was done was legal and that motions covering multiple
issues including rates can all be covered by one motion—particularly when the rates and fees are
publicly posted as ours were on the bulletin board and the web site. It is based on a Supreme
Court ruling on a Houghton County water issue that mirrored ours. That Attorney’s opinion is
posted on our web site.
(Continued on page 4)
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Any RMS student wanting financial help from Republic Community Services for a summer camp
(basketball, church, horse etc...) must attend a meeting or have a letter in writing for our April or May
monthly meeting. No exceptions will be made. Thank You
What is happening with the dam?
Being unable to pin down a concrete price for the dam from the current owners of the dam, the TIFA
Board had found a grant for $100,000 to offer for the purchase. A promise of a second grant was also
received, for the repairs, if the TIFA Board took ownership. The owners rejected the offer.
County Commissioner Joe Derocha ambassadored discussions between the two sides. Per information
received from Commissioner Joe, the owners of the dam said they were going to keep the dam. Further,
that they intended to fix the gates and maintain the water level for the good of the community.
The TIFA Board was told they will be receiving a letter from the owners spelling out their intent.
What is going on in the old fire bay?

No, the township is not building a new Taj Mahal Palace. No, we are not building oak paneled offices,
with marble tiled floors. And, no, we are not driving the Credit Union out of the township building.
Several years ago, the Head of the Credit Union was asked if he wanted to switch sides with the township,
if the cost was right. Mr. Isola said he might possibly be interested. A cost study was done, and the exchange wasn’t financially feasible. The idea was dropped between the parties, but somehow has managed to
live on in coffee-shop lore.
There is not enough room in the current township office for any additional desks. That makes it hard on
the cemetery sexton. Since the township records have to stay in the control of the Clerk, the realistic
choice was made to clean out and clean up the fire bay.
A fire resistant room is being built in the NW corner of the old bay, and the rest of the room is going to be
insulated and dry-walled.
Expected cost? $8,000 to $12,000, depending on how much work we can get done in house. Money to be
taken from the Capitol Improvement Fund.
When will it be done? The Mudmen have already started building the fire resistant room and will be starting to replace the garage door with cement blocks as soon as the weather warms up. The DPW crew will do
the insulating and framing. We’re hiring an electrician to put in the outlets, and the DPW will install the
drywall, and finish it if we have time,. If not a contractor will be hired to finish off the seams.
To save heat/money, we are also replacing the old glass window in the furnace room with glass blocks.
The blueprints for the fire bay job are on display right across from the Credit Union window.
Assessment information
Due to a lack of sales for Agricultural land and Timber Cut-over, the assessing department reluctantly
adopted the Equalization Department County wide land values for our values for those classes. This will
cause the yearly swing of state Equalized Value both of those classes have endured for several years.
After April 1st, the Township will be back to one assessor. The change over process from the old paper
field cards to the BSA electronic record system is finally completed.
The assessing office will be moving into work space in the old fire bay. There is not enough room in the
current office to hold both the Supervisor’s files and the assessing files.
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The REPUBLIC LIONS
CLUB would like to thank all
those who gave donations to
the club in memory of Karen
Stroobants, who passed away
recently. She was a great asset
to the club and will be missed.
THE REPUBLIC UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH Invites you to our Easter Celebration!
Holy Week 2016 ALL ARE WELCOME!
Maundy Thursday March 24th. Service at
7:00 P.M.
Good Friday, March 25th. Service at 6:30
P.M
Easter Morning, March 27th. Service at
9:00 A.M.
“I was glad when they said to me,
‘Let us go into the house of the LORD.’”
Psalm 122:1
Easter Thoughts from Kathleen Lemmon
I want to worship in GOD’S house
This holy Sabbath day.
I want to hear the Scripture read,
To sing and softly pray.
The message of the Easter morn
Will fill my heart again.
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ST. AUGUSTINE’S PARISH
We alternate Holy Week liturgies each year between
St. Augustine's and Sacred Heart Churches:
Holy Thursday, March 24, joint celebration at 5:00
P.M. at Sacred Heart
Good Friday, March 25, 1:00 P.M. at St. Augustine's
Holy Saturday, March 26, 8:00 P.M. at St. Augustine's
Easter Sunday, March 27, 11:00 P.M. at Sacred
Heart.
Easter Reception after the 11:00 Mass at
Sacred Heart.

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
110 Poplar ST., Republic 906-376-8826
Join us for Holy Week with Maundy Thursday Worship, on March 24th celebrated with a Seder Meal
in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 pm. Reservations
required.
Good Friday Worship, March 25th service begins at
7:00 pm.
Easter Sunday 8:00 am Worship with a Pancake
Breakfast beginning at 9:00-10:00 and Worship
again at 10:30 am.

(Continued from page 1)

Rural Development controls the water and sewer rates for our township. We have water bonds to pay
back, and RD has already threatened once to declare us in violation if we did not raise our rates to the
level RD says is needed to support the system. That would force us to pay all of the bonds off immediately. Not having the over a half a million dollars, the rates were raised.
We are now under orders from the DEQ to totally rebuild parts of our sewer system including all our lift
stations. The DEQ has stated the patching days are over. Again, the only fiscally sound way is to use an
RD grant, that pays for 75% of the project. The people here don’t have the $80,000 to rebuild each of
the small stations, much less the approximately quarter of a million needed to replace the insides of each
of the two major lift stations. To get that grant requires we have a set utility rate that RD has approved.
Yes we paid off the old sewer bonds early, which saved the users thousands of dollars in interest, but we
can’t adjust the rates lower without RD approving the change. And, referring back to loaning between
departments, the sewer system still owes the general fund pooled checking over $53,000 for cost overruns.
This was caused by the heavy run of sewer lift station repair expenses we’ve had for over 10 years. The
money that was being collected for the bond debt has now been shifted to pay back the general fund. It’s
not bond debt retirement, but debt retirement nonetheless. We have already asked Rural Development
to lower our sewer rates after that debt is paid. With the old Bond debt gone, we expect a lower monthly
rate to be approved.
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CLEANING UP REPUBLIC
The Planning Commission at its last meeting authorized the Zoning Enforcement officer to begin enforcing
the Junk-Automobile Ordinance and the Blight Ordinance according to the written ordinances covering
those topics.
Therefore, beginning APRIL 15, 2016 I will be actively enforcing these two issues.
“JUNK” shall mean ,waste, used, or second hand materials, including but not limited to scrap iron and other metals, paper, rags, rubber tires, bottles, dismantled or nonoperational house trailers, motor vehicles or
parts thereof.” This does not include farming or logging equipment.
This is a community wide effort to present a good image to visitors, potential business people and others
who visit Republic.
I know many of you are thinking what is a junk car or what other things are included. To help you answer
those questions there are at least (2) things you can do.

1. Go to the Republic website (republicmichigan.com) look under “ABOUT” scroll down to ordinances
and find the “JUNK AND JUNK VEHICLE ORDINANCE NO. 2013-17 OR BLIGHT ELIMINATION
ORDINANCE NO.2013-22. The complete criteria are listed there.
If you don’t have access to a computer, you can stop by the Township Hall and ask for a copy of these two
ordinances.
You will be notified in writing of any violations of any such provisions to eliminate such violations within
thirty (30) days after service. Failure to comply with such notice is punishable upon conviction by a fine of
$100.00 per day to commence 30 days after written notice from the Township.
Please look around your yard to see if you may have junk or blight that has built up over the years that
needs some attention. If you’re not sure call me and I will come to check it out. We need to attract people
to the township and having a clean, neat appearance will go along way in that direction.
Dan J Mitchell, Zoning Enforcement Officer
(906) 376-2408
The Credit Union is closing, the Credit Union is closing. “Chicken Little”.
Not.
The members of the Township Board have received repeated questions about the Credit Union closing. It’s
evidently being fueled by a four (4) year old internal e-mail, explaining that our office has to be open for security reasons, or the credit union window would not be open. That information is four (4) years old, totally
outdated and has nothing to do with the current working relationship between the township & the CU.
The Truth? The President of the Credit Union has stated the hours of their operation are linked to the hours
the Township office is scheduled to be open. He further stated, they realize people get sick, they have time
off for various reasons. Those temporary absences won’t impact the Credit Union’s operation.
What will impact them? A change in scheduled hours or a lack of customers. Only.
Now, what impact could that old information have? Possibly, if a new community member hears that the
Credit Union is closing they could say, why bother joining it, and go elsewhere. People see the world
through their own eyes. That means customer loss. Please refer to the paragraph above. We wouldn’t want
election year noise hurting service in the community.
The Board strongly suggests the reader looks at the dates of information floating around. Tiny pieces pulled
from the thousands of FOIA’s that have been requested since the middle of the last decade. A good portion
of that information is no longer valid either because of lapsed time, changes the Board has made, or both.
We hope to have the current number of FOIA’s and the cost to the taxpayers, soon.
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8th ANNUAL REPUBLIC AREA RUMMAGE SALE
Date: Saturday June 18ty, 9-a.m to 4 p.m.
There is a $2.00 fee to get your name on the map.
The money also takes care of the cost of posters, Mining Journal advertising and the printing of the maps.
Last year 275 maps were printed and were placed in
Republic, Humboldt and Silver Lake.
For information call: Marilyn Helmila, 906.376.8830

Just taught me kids about taxes, by eating 38% of their
ice cream. “Conan O’Brien”
I’m at my most hostage negotiator when I see my threeyear-old holding a permanent marker without the lid.
“Simon Holland”
Don’t get upset if I ask you where something is in Target when you choose to wear a red shirt and khakis to
shop. “humorist Reid Kerr”

“Are you going to have a boy or a girl? “ my four year old
nephew asked while staring at my pregnant stomach. “I don’t
know”, I told him. “When will you decide?’ “Cindy Forish”
During thanksgiving dinner, my young niece Mackenzie started fiddling with the father’s wedding band. Dad said “that
never comes off. You know why? Because I love your nana.”
That’s when Mackenzie informed him, “Nana takes hers off.”
“Elizabeth Veldboom”.
After painting the bedroom walls, my husband prepared to
put back the pictures. “How should I hang them?” He asked
me. “Too high or too low?” “Nancy Setter”
Upon being reminded to use the toilet after waking up, my
four year old was thoroughly dismayed: “you mean I’m going
to have to go potty every day for the rest of my life?” “P. Inan”
I asked to switch seats on the plane because I was sitting next
to a crying baby. Apparently that’s not allowed if the baby is
yours. “Ilana Wiles”.

