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Accounting program change? 
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The Towns hip just changed from Fund Balance to Quickbooks, what are they doing going 

back to the Fund Balance program? 

Yes the Township Board changed from one accounting system to another, January 2011. 
The proposed program change was projected to save money through cheaper user fees, and 
cheaper support costs. In August 2011, the Anderson Tackman auditor informed us the 
originaL program that had been purchased wasn't capabk of handLing the muhipk individ
uaL divisions needed and a more expensive upgrade had to be purchased. Data was entered, 
and reports ro[kd. 

Then the Treasurer Logged on, and found she couLd go direcdy into the Ckrk's books-and 
a[ter them. And the Ckrk was toW to try, and she couLd go direcdy into the Treasurer's 
books-and aLter them. The new program wouLdn't kt us keep the two departments sepa
rate. 

The Board had the Auditor try first, and then one of the top· IT peopk in the area, next, to 
try to Lock the two departments into separate components, not accessibk to each other, yet 
stiU aLLow the components of the two departments to accept needed fund transferring infor
mation from each other. We've been toW it currendy can't be done by this program. 

State law requires that the Ckrk and Treasurer's records be isolated, to he[p in the preven
tion of embezzkment or misconduct. So, one of two choices, either not aLLow the Treasurer 
access to the accounting system or go back to the program that was in place previousLy, 
which aLLows the Treasurer to use the receipts portion of the genera[ kdger and the utaity 
biUing program. The oW program is now back up and running, and we are again in compLi
ance with state law with separation of authorities and information. Unfortunatdy, it was 
a hard-kamed ksson that it pays to research program capabi[ities, instead of trusting adver
tising and hype. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GRADUATES 
GRADUATION CEREMONIES WILL BE HELD SUNDAY MAY 27, 2:00P.M. 

Andrea Dawn DuMoulin 
Jacob Michael Finegan 
Ryan Mitchel Fleury 
Carolin Graaf 

Dylan Craig Mattson 
Maria Linn McGraw 
John Albert Milner 
Crystal Lynn Nault 

Andrew James Jarvi 
Teresa Marie Kulju 

Jacob Bodekaer Rasmussen 
Augustus Tyler Sanderson 

.. 
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Politics at a glance 

The slate of individuals running for office in the August Primary has been set: 

For Supervisor: Gary Johnson, Dem. vs. Paula Rose*, Dem. 

For Clerk: Marilyn Brancheau, Dem. vs. Susan Youngblood, Rep. 

For Treasurer: Faye Mattila, Dem. vs. Kristina Koski, Dem. 

For two Trustee seats: 

Tom Feldhusen, Dem., James Brennan, Dem., Carol Kellow, Dem., Fredrick 
Nannestad, Rep. 
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*Ms. Rose served on the Township Board as appointed clerk Paula Stone, from 
December 2010 to August of 2011. 

Trustee Steve Koski is eligible to run, but chose not to, because he will most 
likely not be immediately returning to Republic after his graduation from law 
school next year. 

There are no local proposals on the primary ballot, August 7, 2012. 

St. Vincent de Paul of Republic is in desperate need of a new roof over a portion of the 
store, as we are now getting rained on. The final estimated cost is $9000. Our store needs 
to come up with $4500., before we can ok the work to commence. We have done a few 
fund raisers that has netted us almost half of the needed funds. As our final (hopefully) 
fund raiser, we are looking for 100 people/organizations to pledge and send $25. --that 
will get us to our goal. Please consider being a part of St. Vincent de Paul's continued out
reach to members of this community by pledging your support. Checks can be brought 
into the store or mailed to Republic St. Vincent DePaul at 317 Kloman Ave, Republic. If 
you cannot financially help out, please keep us in your prayers as we continue to aid the 
people of the area. 

HERITAGE GARDEN 

The gardeners have gotten the message: SPRING IS HERE! They've had the first of what 
will be many workdays of planting, transplanting, raking, hoeing, weeding, digging, watering, 
moaning and groaning. The old bones ain't what they used to be! Regardless-we're thankful for 
the warm weather, the sunshine and the rain. We' re also thankful that, creaky though we may be, 
we can still manage to get the job done. 

We're grateful for all support for Heritage Garden. The gazebo dream is 
finally becoming a reality in this our seventh year. As soon as we' re informed, 
we'll try to spread the word of when the actual assembly will take place. Al
though we have three years to pay off our gazebo loan, we hope to do it in much 
shorter time than that because, frankly, other fairly urgent needs are peering at us 
from just around the comer. 

Check the Garden out on June 161
h, the day of the Community Yard Sale. 

We'll be there! 

PLEASE SUBMIT REQUESTS FOR PRE-PUBLISHING NOTIFICATION TO republicsupervisor@northpines.net. 
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COMMUNITY SECURITY CAMERAS 

Frustrated with the damage done to the businesses on 
Kloman Avenue, tired of the vandalism at your facilities 
and tired of the questionable activities of a few visitors to 
your villages, the Township Board has decided to install 
surveillance cameras. You, the taxpayer, can't afford the 
$90,000 it costs to have your own police department 
(recorded historic cost), you can't afford the $45,000 con
tracted price for a half time deputy sheriff (actual contract 
offer), so the Board acting on your behalf has to do the 
next best alternative. 

And the editor uses the word YOU to deliberately stress 
a point. It is not the Township Board that pays the bills, 
it's you as a taxpayer. The Township Board doesn't have 
a money printing press. We take the money you allow us 
and give us through millage, and provide what we can. 
When the Board has to have a toilet fixed that someone 
has demolished with a baseball-bat, your tax dollars are 
used to repair it. When someone sues the Township, they 
are taking your money. And when the Township Board 
has to repair the transfer station building, or the ball field 
building, it is YOU the taxpayer that loses something. 
The money to provide that 'whatever could be provided" 
had to be used to do the repair or payment. 

We will be installing cameras on the township hall, the 
old bank building, the sewer plant building, ball field, and 
other possibly rotating locations. The cameras will be 
linked to a new 8 head recording system inside of the 

A great big THANK YOU to all who attended/ 
participated in St. Vincent DePaul's First Annual 
GO GREEN CELEBRATION! A lot of vendors were 
there, the fashion show was a blast and FUN was 
had by all. Thanks Again! 

TIONAL NIGHT OUT! NA 

DO 

AU 

N'T MISS THE PARTY! 

G. 9, 6 P.M. EMS BUILDING w 
co NCERT IN THE PARK DATES SET 

E 28 JUN 

JUL 

AUG 

ALL 

y 26 

UST 23 

STARTING AT 6:00 P.M. 
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township office. The cameras provide facial recogni
tion in low light conditions, a block away. They'll also 
allow us to get into the new County recycling system, 
and get money back. Violators who illegally dump in 
the recycling units can be identified and billed. 

Yes, immediately the election year coffee table stories 
will start that Mary Smith or John Jones are going to 
be what-evered because of the "video surveillance." 
''WATCH OUT, Big Brother is going to be watching 
you if you stop for a drink". This equates to the media 
story lines about " concealed carry" gun licensing, 
"Gun battles are going to erupt in the streets". 

Hate to ruin a good coffee table story, but, the only 
time the data will be looked at is when a complaint is 
registered that something illegal has happened within 
camera field of vision, or we find vandalism at one of 
our facilities. 

Republic is very well known as a friendly, accepting 
community. We tolerate, accept and maybe encourage 
a permissive atmosphere. We are also on the furthest 
reaches of the County. Visitors and others know that 
they can do things here that would normally land theni 
in jail if they did the activity in a location closer to the 
Sheriffs department. The broken window in the Sum
mer Place caused by two guys fighting and falling into 
the window and the shot-out window in the Beauty 
Knaak are just part of the side that no one wants to 
talk about. 

The Board that you elected to be responsible for you 
and your tax dollars has no intentions of being the 
Government depicted in George Orwell's novel "Big 
Brother", but we have an obligation to protect the citi 
zens as best as we can. The cameras are our first step. 

SILVER POINT ASSOCIATION 

The annual meeting of SILVER POINT ASSO-
CIATION will be held 9 A.M. July 4, 2012 at 
Ted Tyler's residence 17088 Silver Road. Pur-
pose of the meeting is to elect officers and dis-
cuss road maintenance issues for Red, Copper, 
Dutchman's Point, Gold, Brass and Silver road 
system. All property owners on this road sys-
tern are invited to attend. 

I PLEASE SUBMIT REQUESTS FOR PRE-PUBLISHING NOTIFICATION TO republicsupervisor@northpines.net. 
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Upcoming at Bethany Lutheran Church, South Republic 

May 27'h - Baccalaureate Sunday, cake and coffee at 10:00 am 
for the graduates and 10:30 am Worship to honor them. 
(Please wear your gowns and caps) 

Vacation Bible School will be June 18-22, with our VBS Wor
ship Celebration on June 24th at 10:30 am. Cost $15.00 per 
child, two or more $30.00. Call Alison Kangas at376-2267 for 
more information. 

Summer Worship hours: 

Sunday- 9:30am Worship/ 10:30 Coffee/ Fellowship 

Monday-7:00pm Worship 
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TOWNSHIP MILLAGE INCREASE? 

The Question has been raised, why did the 
Township raise their millage? They didn't. 
Every year, every Township in the County, and 
just as Republic Township has done every year 
since the Headlee amendment was passed, lev
ies the maximum millage allowed under Head
lee, by passing a resolution allowing it. 

The Township millage is the only millage that 
will decrease in value this tax year. The County 
tax levy will stay the same, the School will go up. 

L,---------------------,----' : Republic Township's levied millage, total, will 
Republic-Michigamme School i be reduced by the Headlee action, by .9988 
is seeking qualified applicants for the position i (information courtesy of Marquette County 
of Middle School Boys Basketball coach for the 

: Treasurer) , 2012-2013 season. : ________ ____ ________________________________ , 
Interested applicants should send a letter of 
interest to: 
Republic-Michigamme School, Attention Ath
letic Director, 227 Maple Street, Republic, MI 
49879. Application deadline is June 15, 2012. 

Republic Michigamme SchoovPublic Library 

As I write this I am stunned by the response I have 
gotten from so many in the community that have 
donated their coke rewards numbers. We have pur
chased multiple items for the elementary and some 
items for the library. If you know an Elementary 
student, ask them about the 48" Sky Ball. W e 
have recently purchased a second one. All thanks 
to your generosity. The coke rewards program will 
continue to the end of December 2012. 

We are covering a lot of ground in getting the 
books in the computer. 

For some that have inquired about books for 
your Kindle, we will be looking into that this sum
mer. 

After school gets out, there will be some improve
ments in the library, new ceiling and lighting. So, 
that means there will be some time that the library 
will be closed. As soon as I get that information, I 
will post it on the doors and if possible the newslet
ter. 

We have moved the High School Biography in 
with the Adult Biography and so it will be easier 
for everyone to find what they are looking for. 

In the future, we are hoping to add another paint
ing and move all the Michigan Non-Fiction and 

Republic Community Services will consider 
the various requests for summer camps at 
their meeting May 17th, 

Republic Youth Organization Camp 

Is available for use by Republic and Humboldt Twp 
residents for special events, such as Family Reun

ions, Church Groups, Youth Activities, etc. 

We ask for a $50 per day donation for camp main
tenance. You must provide an insurance rider from 
your home-owners insurance, for the days re

quested . 

New indoor bathroom has been added ! 

New members are always welcome. 

For more information please contact: 

Choker Mattila, 376-8879 or 486-4178 

Kim Isaacson, 376-2168 

maybe some Fiction to that area. 

Thank You all for your support and encourage
ment .. If you haven't already, stop by and check out a 
good book. (I quote a patron, "all books are good 
books") Suggestions are welcome and volunteers are 
too. 

Summer Hours will begin Tuesday, June 5th.: Tues
days and Thursdays 9am- 12 and Wednesdays 3pm-
7pm. 

Nancy E. Currie 



Volume 1, Issue 20 PAGE 5 

2011 Water Quality Report for 
REPUBLIC TOWNSHIP 

This report covers the drinking water quality for Republic 
Township, for the calendar year 2010. Included are 
details about where your water comes from, what it 
contains, and how it compares to Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and state standards. 

Your water comes from wells located near the 
Michigamme River. The water is treated for iron 
removal. 

The State performed an assessment of our source water 
in 2003 to determine the susceptibility or the relative 
potential of contamination. Our source susceptibility is 
rated moderately high for well #1 , #3A, 14 & #5 and 
moderate for #2 and #6. 

For more information about the report, contact Kim Nault 
at 376-2303 or Marilyn Brancheau at 376-8827. 

• Contaminants and their presence In water: 
Drinking Water, including bottled water, may 
reasonably be expected to contain at least small 
amounts of some contaminants. The presence of 
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that 
water poses a health risk. More information about 
contaminants and potential health effects can be 
obtained by calling the EPA's Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline (800-428....a791 ). 

! Vulaerability of sub-popalatioas: Some _people 
may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking 
water than the general population. Immune
compromised persons such as persons with cancer 
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or 
other immune systems disorders, some elderly, and 
infants can be partiaJiarly at risk from infections. 
These people should seek advice about drinking water 
from their heaHh care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines 
on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by 
Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are 
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-
426-4791). 

• Sources of drinking water: The sources of drinking 
water (both tap water and bottled water) include 
rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs , springs, 
and wells. Our water comes from wells. As water 
travels over the surface of the land or through the 
ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, 
in some cases, radioactive material , and can pick up 
substances resulting from the presence of animals or 
from human activity. 

• Contaminants that may be present in source water 
include: 
T Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and 

bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment 
plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock 
operations and wildlife. 

T Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and 
metals, which can be naturally-occurring or 
resuH from urban storm-water runoff, industrial 
or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas 
production, mining or farming . 

T Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from 
a variety of sources such as agriaJiture and 
residential uses. 

T Radioactive contaminants, which are naturally 
occurring or be the result of oil and gas 
production and mining activities. 

T Organic chemical contaminants, including 
synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which 
are by-products of industrial processes and 
petroleum production, and can also come from 
gas stations, urban storm-water runoff, and 
septic systems. 

STATEMENT ABOUT LEAD: If present, elevated levels 
of lead can cause serious health problems. especially for 
pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking 
water is primarily from materials and components 
associated with service lines-and home plumbing. 
Republic Township is responsible for providing high 
quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of 
materials used in plumbing components. When your 
water has been sitting for several hours, you can 
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your 
tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for 
drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in 
your water, you may wish to have your water tested. 
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, 
and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at 
htto://www.epa,goy/safewater!lead. 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA 
prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain 
contaminants in water provided by public water systems. 
Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits 
for contaminants in bottled water which provide the same 
protection for public health. 
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Water Quality Data 
The table below lists all the drinking water contaminants that we detected during the 2011 calendar year. The presence of these 
contaminants in the water does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. Unless otherwise noted, the data 
presented in this table is from testing done January 1 -December 31 , 2011 . The State allows us to monitor for certain 
contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants are not expected to vary significantly 
from year to year. All of the data is representative of the water quality, but some are more than one year old. 

Terms and abbreviations used below: 
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal CMCLGl: The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or 
expected risk to health. MCLGs aUow for a margin of safety. 
Maxjmum Contaminant Level CMCLl: The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCls are set as dose to the 
MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level IMRDU: means the highest level of a disinfectant aiiO'Ned in drinking water. There is 
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 

! Maxjmum Residual D~nfectant Level Goal CMRDLGl: means the level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or 
expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants. 

! NIA: Not applicable NO: not detectable at testing limit ~ parts per billion or micrograms per liter I:!Q!!!;, parts per million or milligrams 
per liter~ picocuries per liter (a measure of radioactivity) . 

! Action level: The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements that a water system must 
follow. 

' ' . '\4:· 
.·· ~ 

TTHM - Total 
Trihalomellla'lel 

(PPb) 

HMS 
Haloaoetlc Adds 

Barium (ppb) 

Alpha emilers 
(pCill) 

Combined 
Ra2261228 (pCill) 

Lead (ppb) 

80 

60 

2000 

15 

5 

15 

NJA 11 8/10 

NJA 4 8/10 

0.14 Distribution 

(0.2-0.93) sampling 

10 9108 

5.67 9J02 

0.73 9/02 

90 2011 

contaminants occur and whether it needs to regulate those contaminants. 

No Byproduct of drinking water disinfection. 

No Byproduct of drinking water disinfection. 

No Water additive used to control microbes. 

No Erosion of natural deposits. 

No Erosion of natural deposits. 

No Erosion of natural deposits. 

0 Corrosion of household plumbing systems. 

at 376-2303 
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Community Wide Yard Sales 

Saturday, June 16th 

9am- 3pm 

There are over twenty individual sales! 

If you are interested in having a sale 
please 

contact April @ 376-2413. Maps will be 

available at the Town Hall and Peter's 

TruValue Hardware Store 

on Friday evening 

and Saturday morning. 

UONSCLUB 

BAKE SALE 

June 16th, 

Twp Hall, in con-
junction with the Twp wide rum
mage sale. 

Watch for: 
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October 6th, Potato Fest at the EMS 
Building, partners with the Historical 
Society. Stay tuned . 

............................ ............................................................................ .. .................................. .. .. .. .. .. .. ................ 1------- -----------j 
~pu6[ic area Jfistorica[ Society. 

i Ju[y 14, straw6erry socia[ at tfie Pascoe Jfouse :Museum. 

I Jlugust 20, Picnic at tlie :Museum to cefe6rate tlie 20tli year of organization, ana tlie 1 Otli 
I year of tlie Pascoe liouse opening 

I Octo6er 6tli, co-liosting a potato fest at tlie P/MS 6uififing, in partnersliip witli tlie ~pu6fic 
i Lions C[u6. 

I :More infonnation avaifa6{e at www.repu6[icmicliiEJan.com. /Jfistorica[Society. 

: ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... ~ 

RM School received $912.84 from Box Tops for this school year! Great Job everyone. Remember to 

save all summer long. We hope to get to $1 ,000.00 for next school year. 

Thank You to everyone that donated dresses 
for our "Used Dress Sale." We appreciate all 
the donations. 
All money goes to the student council to help 
with homecoming expenses. 
Dresses are available to purchase anytime. 
Donations accepted all year long. 
Dresses can be dropped off at the R-M School 

or call Tammy at 376-8060 for other arrange
ments. 

St Vincent DePaul 

New store hours: Tuesday thru Saturday, 

9:00 to 2:00P.M. 

If more volunteers come forward, additional 
hours of operation are being considered. 

DON'T FORGET TO SHOP AT THE 
MALL, CUSTOMERS ARE NEEDED, 

TOO. 

Chickens, Turkeys and Farm Animals May Not Be Allowed In Your Neighborhood 

Generally the raising of poultry, farm animals and crops is only allowed in the rural areas of the township. 
The raising of poultry and livestock is not allowed within the R-1 zoning district ofNorth and South Republic. 
Limited livestock activities are allowed in the R-2, RR and WR-1 (lots > I acre) zoning districts with a conditional use 
permit approved by the planning commission. 
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SEASONS 

REPUBLIC TOWNSHIP 
P.O. BOX338 

REPUBLIC, Ml 49879 

Phone: 906-3 76-882 7 
Fax: 906-376-2383 

E-mail. republicsupervisor@northpines.net 
fmattila@notthpines.net 

WE'RE ON THE WEB . 
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